
Hurricane Relief Fund for Trans & Queer Boricuas  
For: Trans & Queer Puerto Ricans impacted by Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico 
Organizer: Sebastian Colon-Otero 

“The purpose of this fund is to provide direct cash assistance to trans and queer 
Boricuas whose lives, homes and/or property have been impacted by Hurricane 
Maria.     
 
As a trans Boricua man living in the diaspora, I feel the pain of witnessing friends, family, 
and community in Puerto Rico suffering the devastating effects not only of Hurricane 
Maria, but also of the sociopolitical conditions surrounding the aftermath. As a trans 
person, I also know traditional emergency and disaster response systems do not always 
address the real needs of trans and queer people, are set up with barriers (ID 
requirements, policing of our bodies and representations), and risk exposing us to 
additional trauma and violence.  Traditional systems of care often limit or deny our 
access to critical support.  
 
Funds raised will be given directly to trans and queer folks who request it.  Funds may 
be used for anything from food and water to clothing, phones, medication/hormones, 
or whatever needs people self-identify.  We seek to provide this support based on self-
determination and an honor system.   
 
We are proactively raising this money with the intention of distributing it as soon as 
stable communication systems are re-established with the island.  We will engage in 
networking with our trans and queer communities in Puerto Rico to assess where funds 
are most needed.” 

bit.ly/2xryh47 



Power Relief for the Caribbean and Puerto Rico  
For: Communities across Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands 
Organizer: Foundation for Light and Life 

“Why We Choose to Help:  
With an estimated recovery time of 12 to 18 months for the return of electric power, many 
people will be unable to return to a normal productive life. Communications, cooking, power 
tools, refrigerators and fans all require electricity and without this basic resource the recovery 
effort by individual households stalls. Our efforts are focused on providing near term relief via 
diesel generators and long-term sustainability with hurricane resistant solar panel electric 
generation via our “Distributed Green Communities” effort. 
  
How We Plan to Help these Families: Provide distributed green communities via a 
Transportable Green Sustainable Power Plant that includes solar panels charging a battery bank 
for primary power needs with a diesel generator for emergency power needs deployed 
throughout the impacted areas in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Distributed green energy 
production, smart grid software, tied into the grid with smart battery storage will not only meet 
today’s needs but also scale with tomorrows challenges. These Distributed Green Communities 
will be able to rebuild on a stronger foundation without recreating the ecological problems of 
the past and tie into the government efforts locally.  
 
Why Your Donation Matters Now: The vision is to meet an immediate need for electric power 
while providing a longer term sustainable resource in solar panels and distributed electric 
generation. In order to meet the deadline to supply electricity to five hundred households 
before Christmas, we need to work efficiently and fast. It will take longer than a year for many 
areas to receive electrical power and by working together we can fill the gap while building a 
stronger future. In the rebuilding of communities, we can provide a solution that not only 
provides the near-term relief but also catapults the electric grid of the islands into the 21st 
century. Join us in impacting the lives of 100 neighborhoods and 500 homes throughout the 
Caribbean. The first wave of planned development will be installed be Dec 2017 in time for 
Christmas!!!! Through generous crowd funding donation efforts, we will finance the purchase, 
and installation diesel generators, solar panels, battery storage and associated equipment. “ 

 bit.ly/2xAqxwB 

 

 



Hurricane Maria Community Recovery Fund  
For: Frontline Puerto Rican Communities in the Recovery from Hurricane Maria 
Organizer: Center for Popular Democracy (CPD) 

“The devastating effects of hurricane Maria on Puerto Rico are still unfolding, but one 
thing is certain—the island's most vulnerable communities are likely to be pummeled 
the hardest and face the longest road to recovery. 

Low-income communities of color often face the worst destruction and slowest 
recovery and have fewer resources to safeguard homes, vehicles, and other 
property.  When the winds die down and the floods recede, these communities are 
often forgotten by reconstruction efforts, and underserved by insurance companies.  

The Hurricane Maria Community Relief & Recovery Fund will be housed at the Center 
for Popular Democracy (CPD).  One hundred percent of monies raised will be used to 
support immediate relief, recovery, and equitable rebuilding in Puerto Rico for the 
communities hit hardest by the storm. The Fund is governed by organizations like 
Puerto Rico-based Taller Salud, the G8 of Caño Martín Peña, and other local, grassroots 
organizations.  The Fund will support organizations working with these hardest hit 
communities in Puerto Rico.” 

 

 bit.ly/2yrQ7l5 
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